The embodiments of the invention in which an exclusive property right or privilege is 
claimed are defined as follows: 

1 . An interior rearview mirror system for a vehicle equipped with an audio system, said 
audio system comprising a microphone and a transmitter that transmits signals to a receiver 
external to the vehicle, said receiver being operable to receive and process said signals, said 
rearview mirror system including an indicator operable to indicate when vocal signals are being 

5 correctly received by said audio system. 

2. The interior rearview mirror system of Claim 1, wherein said indicator indicates a level 
of at least one of clarity and volume of the vocal signals. 

3. The interior rearview mirror system of Claim 2, wherein said indicator indicates said 
level of the vocal signals as received by said microphone. 

4. The interior rearview mirror system of Claim 3, wherein said indicator further indicates 
said level of the vocal signals as received by said receiver. 

5. The interior rearview mirror system of Claim 2, wherein said indicator indicates said 
level of the vocal signals as received by said receiver. 

6. The interior rearview mirror system of Claim 1, wherein said indicator comprises an 
illumination source, said illumination source being activated in response to the vocal signal at 
least reaching a threshold level. 

7. The interior rearview mirror system of Claim 6, wherein said illumination source 
comprises one of an incandescent bulb, a light emitting diode, a phosphorescent element, an 
incandescent backlit tell-tale and a light emitting diode backlit tell-tale. 

8. The interior rearview mirror system of Claim 7, wherein said illumination source 
comprises multiple illumination sources, each of said multiple illumination sources being 
activated in response to said vocal signal reaching a different threshold level. 
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9. The interior rearview mirror system of Claim 1, wherein said indicator comprises an 
audible source, said audible source being operable to communicate to the user of said audio 
system when said vocal signal is below a threshold level. 

10. The interior rearview mirror system of Claim 1, wherein said indicator comprises an 
alphanumeric display. 

1 1 . The interior rearview mirror system of Claim 1 , wherein said interior rearview mirror 
system comprises a mirror housing and a mounting portion, said mirror system being mountable 
to one of an interior surface of a windshield of the vehicle and a headliner extending along an 
upper edge of the windshield. 

12. The interior rearview mirror system of Claim 11, wherein said microphone is mounted 
within a microphone module which is mountable between the headliner and the mirror housing, 
said microphone having a microphone harness which is electronically connectable to a vehicle 
wiring within the headliner. 

13. The interior rearview mirror system of Claim 12, wherein said microphone module is 
fixedly secured such that said microphone is directed toward an area encompassing the general 
location of a head of a driver of the vehicle. 

14. The interior rearview mirror system of Claim 12, wherein said microphone module 
includes at least a second microphone such that said microphone module includes a plurality of 
microphones, and a control to integrate each of said plurality of microphones to determine which 
of said plurality of microphones are receiving the vocal signals and which are receiving non- 

5 voice signals, said control at least partially filtering out the non-voice signals, said indicator 
indicating a status of the vocal signal being received by said audio system. 

15. The interior rearview mirror system of Claim 12, wherein said indicator is positioned on 
said microphone module. 

16. The interior rearview mirror system of Claim 12, wherein said microphone module 

includes a wire cover which extends between said microphone module and the mirror, said 

indicator being connected to a mirror harness being routed within said wire cover. 
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17. The interior rearview mirror system of Claim 1 1, wherein said indicator is positionable 
on one of said mirror housing, said mounting portion of the mirror, the windshield of the 
vehicle, the headliner of the vehicle, and a module connected to at least one of said mirror 
housing, said mounting portion and the headliner. 

18. The interior rearview mirror system of Claim 17, wherein said microphone is mountable 
on one of said mirror housing, said mirror mounting portion, the headliner of the vehicle, and the 
module connected to at least one of said mirror housing, said mirror mounting portion, the 
windshield and the headliner. 

19. The interior rearview mirror system of Claim 18 further including control switches for 
said audio system, said control switches being positionable on one of the housing of the mirror, 
the mounting portion of the mirror, the headliner of the vehicle, and the module connected to at 
least one of the mirror, the windshield and the headliner. 

20. The interior rearview mirror system of Claim 1, wherein said audio system comprises at 
least one of a cellular telephone, an emergency communication system and a voice recording 
system. 

21. The interior rearview mirror system of Claim 1, wherein said microphone of said audio 
system is voice activated. 

22. The interior rearview mirror system of Claim 21, wherein said microphone is operable as 
an input to vehicular controls in response to a voice command. 

23. The interior rearview mirror system of Claim 22, wherein said vehicular controls 
comprise at least one of a security system, headlamps, radio, windows, back up aid, windshield 
wipers, rain sensor and cruise control. 

24. The interior rearview mirror system of Claim 1, wherein said audio system comprises a 
control, said control being operable to discern between vocal and non-vocal signals, said 
indicator indicating a receiving status of the vocal signals. 
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25. The interior rearview mirror system of Claim 24, wherein said control is operable to 
determine whether the source of the non- vocal signals is at least one of a radio, a blower and 
wind noise. 

26. The interior rearview mirror system of Claim 25, wherein said control is operable to 
adjust an audio level of the source in response to a detection of corresponding non-vocal signals 
above a threshold level. 

27. The interior rearview mirror system of Claim 25, wherein said indicator is operable to 
communicate a noise level message to alert the user to adjust a volume of one of the non- vocal 
signals. 

28. The interior rearview mirror system of Claim 24, wherein said control is operable to 
receive the vocal signal and at least partially discriminate the vocal signals from the non- vocal 
signals. 

29. The interior rearview mirror system of Claim 28, wherein a ratio of vocal signals to non- 
vocal signals received by said audio system is at least approximately 2:1. 

30. The interior rearview mirror system of Claim 29, wherein a ratio of vocal signals to non- 
vocal signals received by said audio system is at least approximately 10:1. 

3 1 . An accessory module for an audio system of a vehicle, the vehicle having an interior 
rearview mirror assembly, the audio system communicating audible signals received by said at 
least one microphone to a receiver remote from the vehicle, said accessory module comprising: 

at least one microphone for receiving vocal signals from within the vehicle; 
5 at least one indicator being operable to indicate when the vocal signals are being 

correctly received by said audio system; and 

a microphone housing for mounting said at least one microphone and said at least one 
indicator, said microphone housing being mountable to the vehicle, said at least one microphone 
and said at least one indicator being electronically connectable to a vehicle wiring harness. 

32. The accessory module of Claim 31, wherein said indicator indicates a level of at least 
one of clarity and volume of the vocal signal. 
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33. The accessory module of Claim 32, wherein said indicator indicates said level of the 
vocal signals as received by said at least one microphone. 

34. The accessory module of Claim 32, wherein said indicator indicates said level of the 
vocal signals as received by the receiver. 

35. The accessory module of Claim 3 1 , wherein said at least one indicator comprises at least 
one illumination source, said illumination source being activated in response to the vocal signals 
at least being received at a threshold level. 

36. The accessory module of Claim 35, wherein said at least one illumination source 
comprises one of an incandescent bulb, a light emitting diode, a phosphorescent element, an 
incandescent backlit tell-tale and a light emitting diode backlit tell-tale. 

37. The accessory module of Claim 35, wherein said at least one illumination source 
comprises multiple illumination sources, each of said multiple illumination sources being 
activated in response to said receiving status reaching a different threshold level. 

38. The accessory module of Claim 31, wherein said indicator comprises an audible source, 
said audible source being operable to indicate to the user of said audio system when the vocal 
signals are received below a threshold level. 

39. The accessory module of Claim 31, wherein said indicator comprises an alphanumeric 
display. 

40. The accessory module of Claim 31, wherein the mirror assembly comprises a mounting 
member and a mirror housing pivotally interconnected to the mounting member, the mounting 
member being mounted to an interior surface of a windshield of the vehicle, the mirror assembly 
being electronically connectable to the vehicle wiring harness via a mirror harness. 

41 . The accessory module of Claim 40 further including a wire cover extending along the 
windshield between said microphone housing and the mirror mounting member, the mirror 
harness being routed within said wire cover. 
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42. The accessory module of Claim 31, wherein said microphone housing is adhesively 
secured to a windshield of the vehicle. 

43. The accessory module of Claim 31, wherein said microphone housing is removably 
attached to a mounting bracket on at least one of a windshield of the vehicle and a headliner of 
the vehicle. 

44. The accessory module of Claim 31, wherein said microphone housing includes manual 
controls for said audio system. 

45. The accessory module of Claim 31, wherein said microphone of said audio system is 
voice activated in response to vocal signals received by said microphone. 

46. The accessory module of Claim 31, wherein manual controls for said audio system are 
positioned on at least one of the mirror assembly and said housing. 

47. The accessory module of Claim 31, wherein said microphone module includes at least 
one of a Global Positioning System antenna, a motion sensor, a rain sensor, a video device and 
an interior light of the vehicle, an automatic toll booth transducer, a security system status 
indicator, a compass, a compass sensor, a temperature display, a temperature sensor, a tire 

5 pressure indicator display, a seat occupancy detection antenna, a seat occupancy detection 
transducer, and a loudspeaker. 

48. The accessory module of Claim 31, wherein said audio system comprises at least one of 
a cellular telephone, an emergency communication system and a voice recording system. 

49. The accessory module of Claim 31, wherein said audio system comprises a control, said 
control being operable to discern between vocal and non- vocal signals, said indicator indicating 
when the vocal signals are being correctly received by said audio system. 

50. The accessory module of Claim 49, wherein said control is operable to determine 
whether the source of the non-vocal signals is at least one of a radio, a blower and wind noise. 
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51. The accessory module of Claim 50, wherein said control is further operable to adjust an 
audio level of the source in response to a detection of corresponding non-vocal signals above a 
threshold level. 

52. The accessory module of Claim 50, wherein said indicator is operable to communicate a 
noise level message to alert the user to adjust a volume of one of the non-vocal signals. 

53. The accessory module of Claim 49, wherein said control is further operable to 
discriminate between the vocal and non-vocal signals, said control being operable to at least 
partially filter the non- vocal signals. 

54. The accessory module of Claim 53, wherein a ratio between the vocal signals and non- 
vocal signals received by said audio system is greater than approximately 2:1. 

55. The accessory module of Claim 54, wherein a ratio between the vocal signals and non- 
vocal signals received by said audio system is greater than approximately 10:1. 

56. An indicator for use with a microphone of an audio system of a vehicle, the microphone 
being operable to receive vocal signals from within the vehicle, the audio system transmitting 
the vocal signals to a receiver remote from the vehicle, said indicator being operable to 
communicate a receiving status of the vocal signals being received by the audio system. 

57. The indicator of Claim 56, wherein said receiving status is a level of at least one of 
clarity and volume of the vocal signals. 

58. The indicator of Claim 57, wherein said indicator indicates said level of the vocal signals 
as received by said microphone. 

59. The indicator of Claim 58, wherein said indicator indicates said level of the vocal signals 
as received by said receiver. 

60. The indicator of Claim 57, wherein said indicator indicates said level of the vocal signals 
as received by said receiver. 
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61. The indicator of Claim 56, wherein said indicator comprises an illumination source, said 
illumination source being activated in response to said receiving status reaching a threshold 
level. 

62. The indicator of Claim 61, wherein said illumination source comprises one of an 
incandescent bulb, a light emitting diode, a phosphorescent display, an incandescent backlit tell- 
tale and a light emitting diode backlit tell-tale. 

63. The indicator of Claim 61, wherein said illumination source comprises multiple 
illumination sources, each of said multiple illumination sources being activated in response to 
said receiving status reaching a different threshold level. 

64. The indicator of Claim 56, wherein said indicator comprises an audible source, said 
audible source being operable to communicate to the user of the vocal signal when said 
receiving status is below a threshold level. 

65. The indicator of Claim 56, wherein said indicator comprises an alphanumeric display. 

66. The indicator of Claim 56, wherein the vehicle includes an interior rearview mirror 
mounted to an interior surface of a windshield and a headliner extending along an upper edge of 
the windshield, said indicator being mountable on one of a housing of the mirror, a mounting 
portion of the mirror, the headliner of the vehicle, and a module connected to at least one of the 

5 mirror, the windshield and the headliner. 

67. The indicator of Claim 56, wherein said audio system comprises at least one of a cellular 
telephone, an emergency communication system and a voice recording system. 

68. The indicator of Claim 56, wherein said audio system comprises a control, said control 
being operable to discern between vocal and non- vocal signals, said indicator communicating a 
receiving status of the vocal signals. 

69. The indicator of Claim 68, wherein said control is operable to determine whether the 
source of the non- vocal signals is at least one of a radio, a blower and wind noise. 
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70. The indicator of Claim 69, wherein said control is operable to adjust an audio level of the 
source in response to a detection of corresponding non- vocal signals above a threshold level. 

71 . The indicator of Claim 69, wherein said indicator is operable to communicate a noise 
level message to alert the user to adjust a volume of one of the non-vocal signals. 

72. The indicator of Claim 56, wherein said indicator provides a secondary signal when said 
audio system is not in use. 

73. The indicator of Claim 72, wherein said secondary signal is a security alarm status. 
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